
April 26, 2020 - WALKING WITH JESUS ON THE ROAD OF HOPE  
  
The good news is, no matter what is going on in our lives, Jesus always seeks us.  JESUS IS 
OUR ONLY HOPE. He always comes and walks with us. Like the two disciples on the way to 
EMMAUS, we may not recognize Jesus, but Jesus is always present. This Sunday's Gospel of 
Luke (Luke 24:13-35) could be called, “WALKING WITH JESUS ON THE ROAD OF HOPE”. 
  
In these challenging times of the Coronavirus pandemic, some of us may feel like the two 
disciples of Jesus on the road to EMMAUS. As they leave Jerusalem, they are very sad 
because they have lost Hope, "They were hoping Jesus would be the one to redeem Israel (i.e. 
the Messiah)”, but now it is the third day since he was condemned to death and was crucified... 
and his body has disappeared (the empty tomb). They may also be afraid of being persecuted 
or even crucified for having been disciples of Jesus.  
  
On the other hand, the pandemic is a time to come closer to Jesus and to increase our HOPE 
in Him! Jesus will give us that full life he has promised to all of us. Last Sunday as we 
celebrated JESUS’ DIVINE MERCY, we also received a message of HOPE. Deacon Bill in his 
homily said that in today's pandemic, we need God's Mercy more than ever. It is clear we are 
helpless without the Love and Mercy of our Lord (For Deacon Bill’s complete homily, click 
here).  Until we all gather again around the altar and receive the Bread of Life, the Holy 
Eucharist, Deacon Rich asked us at the end of his homily to remember what St John Paul II 
said, "We are an Easter People and Alleluia is our song!" (For Deacon Rich’s complete homily, 
click here). Yes, we Christians are People of JOY, People of HOPE! The acceptance of our 
sufferings can lead to that unity in Christ and a sense of PEACE! 
  
I spent much time in prayer over the last few days. I needed it to deal with minor health issues 
and regain my physical strength. With God, everything is possible. In prayer and silence, one 
can find that peace and rest which God wants to give each of us. In Adoration, in the silence of 
the Blessed Sacrament, Jesus reminded me that like every priest, I represent Jesus Christ at 
the altar of sacrifice (the Mass) and am asked to enter in profound communion with Christ's 
sufferings. I feel unworthy of such communion given all my human shortcomings. I pray with St 
Paul that I can say, "I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who 
lives in me," (Galatians 2:20). I pray that I can see Christ in those I encounter daily, especially 
those in need. Like anyone else who wants to get closer to Jesus, I can be transformed only by 
the Holy Spirit...COME HOLY SPIRIT! 
  
Exactly two years ago this Saturday, April 25, I had my open-heart surgery. I had never before 
had any surgery in my life and when I entered the operating room and just before the 
anesthetist put me to sleep, I told God, “I am ready to go home with you. Take me now if it is 
Your will. I am READY." I was truly shocked to wake up seven hours later and proclaimed, “O 
God, I am still alive!”   Today, I am grateful to God that He gave me those additional two years 
so I could continue to serve you at OLHOC. I do not know how much more time on earth He 
wants to give me. I am totally in His hands. None of us knows the time nor the hour. However, 
in this Easter Season, we can all be assured God sent His only Son to save us and give us full 
life. This is what the Passion, Death on the Cross, and Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
is all about. Once Risen from the dead, Jesus, the only Son of God, comes to walk with us, 
especially if through our sinfulness we are going in the wrong direction (like the disciples of 
EMMAUS going away from Heavenly Jerusalem) and He brings us back to the right path 
toward the Heavenly Jerusalem, toward God the Father.  



  
Many of us may feel the current isolation and restrictions imposed on us by the State lead us in 
the wrong direction toward anxiety, fear, hopelessness, lack of purpose in life, and reduced 
Faith. However, this is precisely the time the Love and Mercy of GOD come through Jesus 
walking with us and putting us back on the ROAD OF HOPE toward the Heavenly Jerusalem. 
We just have to ask, “STAY WITH US JESUS!”  
  
As we continue our Easter Season Journey toward PENTECOST, this is also the time to pray, 
“COME HOLY SPIRIT! Take away any fears we may have. Help us to find God's Love in our 
daily lives while increasing our Faith in the Risen Lord. Help us to accept our sufferings and to 
be obedient to God's will. Help us to Love God and our neighbor. Help us to be God's humble 
servant." 
  
One in Christ, 
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